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PL/SQL + PDF = PL/PDF - PDF docs from PL/SQL programs!








I am, as most who read my books and my blog must know, quite obsessed with the Oracle PL/SQL langauge. So I am always on the lookout for new and amazing things peoplea re doing with PL/SQL. I recently came across...

PL/PDF - http://plpdf.com

"Generate dynamic PDF documents from data stored in Oracle databases using the PL/PDF program package. PL/PDF is written exclusively in PL/SQL. It is able to either store the generated PDF document in the database or provide the results directly to a browser using MOD_PLSQL. No third-party software is needed; PL/PDF only uses tools provided by the installation package of an Oracle Database (PL/SQL, MOD_PLSQL). Use PL/PDF to quickly and easily develop applications with dynamic content but also quality presentation and printing capabilities."

Sounds like fun! I have only played around with PL/PDF a little bit, but it looks like they have put together a very nice, clean API to the underlying functionality, making it extremely easy to use PL/PDF. To give you a sense of that, check out the explanation of their approach.

You can trial PL/PDF by downloading the software and specifying 'TRIAL' word as the certification key. Limitations: max. 5 pages, watermarked pages.

My compliments and best wishes to Laszlo Lokodi and others at PL/PDF for showing how useful and flexible PL/SQL can be!
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Watch out for sequential Oracle GUIDs!

I ran into a very interesting situation regarding Oracle GUIDs or Globally Unique Indentifiers, the other day. I will tell you about my expe...






	

What is Oracle Application Express really good for?

I received this plea yesterday from a developer who works for a health insurance company:   I am attempting to leverage APEX in my organizat...






	

Some gotchas with Oracle XE

Oracle recently announced production/general availability of Oracle Express Edition (XE).  Generally a very exciting development: a totally ...






	

Prime number generator for PL/SQL

Well, it's been a little while since I blogged about PL/SQL! I have been heads-down, coding and documenting, documenting and coding -- w...






	

Counting my Zero Days

I have decided to start keeping track of how many Zeroes I am able to accumulate in a day.     My "Zero Day" is not the same as th...






	

What I Have Lived For - Bertrand Russell

A friend of mine recently passed the following short essay on to me. I like it a lot and though I would share it with anyone who visits my b...






	

Is Evolution Irrefutable and Compelling?

On my PL/SQL Challenge website, we have a feature called Roundtable , which offers an opportunity to discuss "big picture" questio...






	

Fortune cookie meanderings: The Potential Urge

My wife, Veva, has gotten into the habt of saving the most amusing fortune cookie fortunes and then attaching them to various photographs or...






	

Don't use charcoal lighter fluid! YUCH!

Do you ever barbecue food in a grill? We had barbecues all time, as I grew up in the suburbs of Long Island (Wyandanch, to be specific). Lot...






	

Good Deeds - It's All Relative

A "news analysis" piece in the Sunday New York Times, titled "Text to Driver: That’s My Space," that explores a growing ...
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